Favoritism Forbidden - James 2:1-13

Topics:

Change, Differences, Equality, Favoritism, Judging Others,
Poor, Prejudice, Status

Open It

A. How much money would it take to make you consider
yourself rich?

B. For what reasons might a person think he or she is more
important than another person?

C. Where do you see prejudice being practiced?



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A1-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Change&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Differences&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Equality&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Favoritism&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Judging%20Others&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Poor&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Prejudice&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Status&QueryType=T&Scope=CB

Explore It

1. What practical example did James use to illustrate how
favoritism was practiced in the church? (2:1-4)

2. What has God promised to the poor of this world? (2:5)

3. What does the church do to the poor person when it shows
favoritism toward the rich? (2:6)

4.  What do rich people have a history of doing to people in
the church? (2:6-7)



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A1-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A6-7

What is the royal law found in Scripture? (2:8)

What does practicing favoritism do to a person who is
trying to keep the law? (2:9)

What does a person have to do to be considered a
lawbreaker? (2:10-11)

By what standards should a person speak and act? (2:12)



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A10-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A12

9.  What promise is made to people who judge without mercy?
(2:13)

10. Why should we be merciful? (2:13)

Get It

11. In what ways have you been a victim of favoritism or
prejudice?

12. How have you shown favoritism or prejudice toward other
people?



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A13

13.

14.

15.

16.

Why do we often treat rich people as more important than
poor people?

How do we use physical appearance, job status, and athletic
ability to show favoritism toward people?

How can we welcome poor people in our church?

Why does God have a special concern for poor people?




17. In what practical ways can we show genuine love to people
of different races, cultures, and economic standing?

18. Why is favoritism or prejudice often overlooked as a sin?

19. Why would God condemn us as lawbreakers if our sins are
only "minor" ones, such as prejudice?

Apply It

20. From whom can you ask forgiveness this week for showing
prejudice toward him or her?




21. How can you change the way you look at wealth this week
so that you value it as God does?

Adult Questions for LESSONMaker.
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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV).
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OPEN IT QUESTIONS




Favoritism Forbidden
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A. How much money would 1t take to
make you consider yourself rich?

OPEN IT QUESTIONS




Favoritism Forbidden
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B. For what reasons might a person
think he or she 1s more important
than another person?

OPEN IT QUESTIONS




Favoritism Forbidden
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C. Where do you see prejudice being
practiced?

OPEN IT QUESTIONS
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INTRODUCTION




INTRODUCTION

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

James 1:19-27 encourages us to put our beliefs into practice.

In 2:1-13, James gives a practical lesson: we are not to show
favoritism. Such discrimination violates God’s truth. James
takes 1t for granted that the believers in the church will
welcome strangers. But he 1s urging them to be alert about
the way that they welcome strangers into the church. He does
not want the warmth or honor of the welcome to be
determined by the status or apparent wealth of the visitor. It
1s showing favoritism based on social standing that James
specifically condemns. He makes it a cause for questioning
the reality of a person’s faith.



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A19-27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A1-13

Favoritism Forbidden
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SCRIPTURE




=
-8

SCRIPTURE

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have
faith 1n our glorious Lord Jesus Christ 1f you favor some
people over others? 2 For example, suppose someone
comes into your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and
expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is poor and
dressed in dirty clothes. 3 If you give special attention and
a good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one,
“You can stand over there, or else sit on the floor’—

well, 4doesn’t this discrimination show that your
judgments are guided by evil motives?



SCRIPTURE

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

> Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God
chosen the poor in this world to be rich in faith?
Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the Kingdom
he promised to those who love him? ¢ But you
dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you
and drag you into court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who
slander Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear?

3 Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law
as found 1n the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.”



SCRIPTURE

9-11

2

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

 But if you favor some people over others, you are
committing a sin. You are guilty of breaking the
law. 1% For the person who keeps all of the laws
except one 1s as guilty as a person who has broken
all of God’s laws. 11 For the same God who said,
“You must not commit adultery,” also said, “You
must not murder.” So, 1f you murder someone but
do not commit adultery, you have still broken the
law.



Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

12.So0 whatever you say or whatever you do,

e remember that you will be judged by the law that
: sets you free. 13 There will be no mercy for those
v— who have not shown mercy to others. But if you
o\ have been merciful, God will be merciful when he
judges you.

SCRIPTURE
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS




Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

1. What practical example did James use to illustrate
how favoritism was practiced in the church? (2:1-4)

My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some people over
others? 2 For example, suppose someone comes into your
meeting dressed in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and
another comes in who is poor and dressed in dirty clothes. 3 If
you give special attention and a good seat to the rich person,
but you say to the poor one, “You can stand over there, or else
sit on the floor”—well, 4 doesn’t this discrimination show that
your judgments are guided by evil motives?

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A1-4

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

2.  What has God promised to the poor of
this world? (2:5)

> Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters.
Hasn’t God chosen the poor 1n this world to
be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will
inherit the Kingdom he promised to those
who love him?

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A5

EXPLORE IT

QUESTIONS

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

3. What does the church do to the poor
person when it shows favoritism toward
the rich? (2:6)

% But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the
rich who oppress you and drag you 1nto
court?


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A6

Favoritism Forbidden

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

James 2:1-13

4. What do rich people have a history of
doing to people in the church? (2:6-7)

% But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the
rich who oppress you and drag you into
court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who slander
Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear?


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A6-7

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

5. Whatis the royal law found in
Scripture? (2:8)

3 Yes indeed, it is good when you obey
the royal law as found in the Scriptures:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A8

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

6. What does practicing favoritism do to a
person who is trying to keep the law? (2:9)

 But if you favor some people over
others, you are committing a sin. You
are guilty of breaking the law.

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A9

EXPLORE IT

QUESTIONS

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

7. What does a person have to do to be
considered a lawbreaker? (2:10-11)

10For the person who keeps all of the laws
except one 1s as guilty as a person who has
broken all of God’s laws. ! For the same God
who said, “You must not commit adultery,”
also said, “You must not murder.” So 1f you
murder someone but do not commit adultery,
you have still broken the law.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A10-11

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

8. By what standards should a person
speak and act? (2:12)

12.So0 whatever you say or whatever you
do, remember that you will be judged by
the law that sets you free.

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A12

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

9. What promise is made to people who
judge without mercy? (2:13)

13 There will be no mercy for those
who have not shown mercy to others.
But if you have been merciful, God
will be merciful when he judges you.

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A13

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

10. Why should we be merciful? (2:13)

13 There will be no mercy for those
who have not shown mercy to others.
But if you have been merciful, God
will be merciful when he judges you.

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A13

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13

GET IT QUESTIONS
#11 to #19

APPLY IT QUESTIONS
#20 to #21

(See Participant Question Worksheet
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New Hope Missionary Baptist Church of Southfield, Michigan




New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Southfield, Michigan

James 2:14-26
Faith and Deeds

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV).




New Hope
Missionary
Baptist Church

Southfield,
Michigan

AUDIO ONLY SERVICE!!!
New Hope help spread the word

We have set up AUDIO ONLY service
for members that do not have Internet
access or who may be traveling.

You can dial in and hear streaming
messages from New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church of Southfield by
dialing --

833-317-1738

Listeners will be able to hear Sunday
Service oOr any service we are
streaming. The service can be set up
to call you when the service starts!



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Southtfield, Michigan

Register your Teens and Tweens via Email or on Sunday’s After Service
in the Youth Room
Download Registration Form from the New Hope MBC Website.

It's Going Down Y’all! That’s Right, Youth Services are re-
opening.

Children’s Church, Tween and Teens church are coming
back to New Hope! Re-opening date TBD. Accordingly,
all students must be registered. The Registration Form is
available to download from the New Hope MBC website.
Hard copies are available in the kiosk located in the

church foyer. Complete the form and return by emailing

to Youthofnewhope-MBC@newhope-mbc.org or placing

New Hop els VOUTh a copy in the Youth Department mailbox located next to

Dg p a r‘l‘mg n"‘ the water fountains.
% Youth Services Re- REGISTRATION FORM
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